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Creating A Legacy
Discover the many ways your gift
can make a difference
in our community.
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Building on Our Tradition
The Dallas Bar Foundation was formed by Dallas
lawyers with a bold vision of the future. That vision
is what caused our members to purchase the
historic Belo Mansion in 1977 and give it new life
as the headquarters building for the Foundation
and the Dallas Bar Association. That same vision
and commitment created the Pavilion at the Belo
Mansion, the conference facility and underground
parking area added to the Belo Mansion in 2003.
In connection with its vision for the future, the
Foundation has established many scholarship
programs and educational initiatives to encourage
knowledge and interest in the law, and to foster
understanding of the rule of law through high
school mock trial competitions and many other
community-based programs. Our mission to date
has been accomplished by the efforts of our many
distinguished leaders and members of the Dallas
legal profession over the years.

We are now embarking on a new initiative
providing opportunities for our generous donors,
from within and beyond the legal community, to
target the focus of their contributions. You can
perpetuate support for the programs and activities
of the Foundation that you value during your
lifetime through an estate-type gift. All persons
who make a planned gift to the Foundation
will be invited to join the Foundation’s Belo
Heritage Society and will have the opportunity
for recognition as a member of the Belo Heritage
Society.
The following pages describe a number of
programs that you may consider for providing
perpetual support to your specific areas of
interest. These opportunities make it possible to
endow gifts to the Foundation that will create your
personal legacy benefiting many people beyond
your lifetime. Your gift will leave a personal legacy
that will continue to benefit the Dallas community
in perpetuity.
We invite you to review this list and consider how
your personal vision and goals could be achieved
through an estate-type gift to the Foundation.

Restoration of the Belo Mansion is one of
many programs the Dallas Bar Foundation
sponsors to support the Dallas community.
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Belo Mansion Endowment
The Belo Mansion at 2101 Ross Avenue in the
Dallas Arts District is owned by the Dallas Bar
Foundation and is the headquarters of the Dallas
Bar Association, the Dallas Association of Young
Lawyers, and other Dallas bar-related groups.
Colonel A. H. Belo, founder of The Dallas Morning
News, built the mansion in 1899 as a home for
his new bride. The Belo Mansion is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places and is a
designated Texas Historic Landmark.

In view of the membership growth of the Dallas
Bar Association, and to accommodate future
needs, the Pavilion at the Belo Mansion was
opened in 2003. The Pavilion provides more than
20,000 square feet of conference space and 237
parking spaces in a four-level underground garage
for meetings and events. The Pavilion is connected
to the Belo Mansion, so that the historic building
is frequently used as a single facility.
The Belo Mansion is the crown jewel and
defining symbol of the Dallas Bar Association.
The building has served as the meeting place
for Dallas lawyers and judges since 1979. Your
gift to establish a Belo Mansion Endowment
would ensure that many future generations of
Dallas lawyers and the greater community will
benefit from the continued use of this beautiful
historic building. This endowment will support the
preservation of the Belo mansion and facilities, as
well as create a fund for enhancements such as
artwork and interior furnishings.

The historic Belo Mansion has been a Dallas landmark
for more than a century.

The Pavilion adds conference space and
underground parking for Belo events.

The Belo Mansion and Pavilion are in the heart
of the Dallas Arts District.
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Scholarship Endowment Opportunities
Sarah T. Hughes Diversity Law Scholarships
The Foundation established the Hughes
Scholarships in 1981 and named the
scholarships in honor of Judge Sarah
T. Hughes, a member of the Dallas Bar
Association. Judge Hughes was the first
female district judge in the State of Texas
and was appointed to the federal bench
by President John. F. Kennedy in 1961.
The Hughes Scholarships are awarded to
accomplished minority students to allow them to
attend law school in Dallas with the hope they will
remain in Dallas to practice law, and become civic
and professional leaders in our community. To date
in 2009, the Foundation has awarded scholarships
totaling more than $1.5 million to 43 exceptional
law students. Hughes Scholars have distinguished
themselves academically and professionally and
include leaders in our legal and civic community.

William E. Collins Clerkships
The Foundation has sponsored the William E.
Collins Clerkship program for minority law students
since 1989. The clerkships were named in honor
of William E. Collins, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Foundation from 1978 to 1982.
The Collins Clerkship program funds summer
clerkships for minority law students with the
Supreme Court of Texas in Austin, the Fifth District
Court of Appeals at Dallas, the 14th District Court
in Dallas, the Dallas City Attorney’s Office, the Dallas
County District Attorney’s Office and the Dallas
County Public Defender’s office. These opportunities
allow students to work with judges and city
officials and to have jobs that otherwise might be
difficult to secure in a challenging legal market.
Your gift would help to maintain this existing
program, or provide funding for additional Collins
Clerkships to benefit minority law students.

Your gift could help establish permanent funding
for the current Hughes Scholarships and expand
future scholarships, thereby assuring a funding
source to benefit and encourage talented minority
law students to attend law school and become
leaders in the Dallas community.

Hughes Scholars Jeff Ghouse and Akshar Patel,
with DBF Trustee Tim Mountz, are Sarah T. Hughes
Scholarship recipients.

2008 Collins Clerks, with DBF Trustee Jeff Hage,
had the opportunity to work with judges and
city officials.
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Other Scholarship Programs
The Foundation administers other established
scholarship funds created to honor individuals
who have made a difference in our community.
These and other scholarship programs will
continue to need funding:

Justice James A. Baker Scholarship — in honor
of Justice James A. Baker, a former justice of
the Supreme Court of Texas who was serving
as our Foundation Fellows Chair at the time of
his death in 2008. The Foundation launched the
Baker Scholarship with the goal of establishing
a perpetual scholarship fund in Justice Baker’s
name. The scholarship celebrates Justice Baker’s
life of dedication to the legal profession and
his example of embracing the highest ethical
standards in his daily life. Texas Supreme Court
Chief Justice Wallace Jefferson presented the
first Baker Scholarship at the annual Foundation
Fellows Luncheon in 2009.

Chief Justice Wallace Jefferson presenting Gabe Gonzalez as
the first recipient of the Justice James A. Baker Scholarship.

The Foundation celebrates the lives of
James A. Baker and Donald C. McCreary
with scholarship programs in their honor.

Donald C. McCleary – Gardere Leadership
Scholarship — in memory of the late Gardere
Wynne Sewell LLP former managing partner
Donald C. McCleary. The attorneys and staff at
Gardere have endowed this scholarship through
the Foundation to honor and preserve Don
McCleary’s legacy of excellence. This scholarship
is awarded annually to a second-year law student
from the Dallas/Ft. Worth metroplex who best
exemplifies the diversity, vision, and leadership
Don McCleary brought to his firm, his profession,
and the community as a whole.

Steve Good, Managing Partner – Gardere, and Amy Banks
Sanderson, 2009 Donald McCleary scholarship recipient.
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Program Endowment Opportunities
Texas High School Mock Trial Program

Professionalism Initiatives

The Foundation has sponsored the Texas High
School Mock Trial Competition since its inception
in 1979. Sponsorship of this program locally by
the Foundation is unique because the statewide
competition in most states is organized and
funded by state bar associations and foundations.
This Foundation-sponsored program has provided a
legal educational experience for thousands of high
school students at public and private high schools
throughout the State of Texas for thirty years, and
has inspired many young students to pursue lawrelated careers. The winning Foundation-sponsored
student team represents the State of Texas at the
National High School Mock Trial Competition.

The Foundation financially supports ongoing
initiatives of the Dallas Bar Association to teach and
support professionalism among members of the
Dallas Bar Association. These initiatives include:

Many high school students have become interested
in legal careers as a result of their participation
in this statewide competition. Your gift can make
a difference for future generations of Texas high
school students by providing a secure funding
source to support their mock trial teams.

Transition to Law Practice Program
This program was founded in 2008 to provide
mentors for new lawyers beginning their legal
career. New lawyers are matched with experienced
lawyers and judges for one year. During that
year, the mentoring team attends six educational
programs at the Belo Mansion and also meets
several times outside the structured meetings. This
program is the model for similar programs being
launched by bar associations around the state.

Law Students and Professionalism Program
All law students living or working in Dallas are
invited to this program held in May of each year.
The law students are introduced to the Belo
Mansion, and the program focuses on themes
of professionalism and mentoring. As part of the
program, the law students meet in small groups
with Dallas judges and senior attorneys to discuss
ethics and professionalism.
Your gift could provide funding specifically for
these program and other Foundation initiatives
designed to promote ethics and professionalism
in the legal community. Such a gift would enhance
the significance of professionalism for future
generations of Dallas lawyers.

In the Law Students and Professionalism Program,
law students are mentored by judges and senior attorneys.
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Educational Initiatives
The Foundation also supports educational
initiatives of the Dallas Bar Association including:

E-Mentoring, Esq.
This program encourages Dallas lawyers and
judges to mentor junior high and high school
students in the Dallas Independent School District
by e-mail communications throughout the school
year. Hundreds of Dallas ISD students are now
mentored through this program every year. The
program is realizing the long-term positive result
for high school graduates, sometimes the first in
their families, to graduate and attend college.

to the Public program allows students and others
to gain a better understanding of the appellate
process in our state. Many of the high school
students who have participated in this program
are seeing their first legal appellate argument.

Summer Law Intern Program
Since 1994, this program has matched
approximately 30 high school students each year,
from the Dallas Independent School District, with
law firms and other Dallas-area legal employers for
summer employment. For many of the students,
the program is their initial opportunity to work in
an office environment.

Appealing to the Public
In this program, oral arguments in real cases are
presented live by lawyers to a panel of justices
from the Fifth District Court of Appeals in front of
an audience of high school students and other
members of the public. The justices go to the
high school or other public location outside the
courthouse for the oral argument. The Appealing

The outreach of the Appealing to the Public program
gives high school students an understanding of the
appellate process.

Your gift could be designated to provide funding for
these and other Foundation programs to support
educational initiatives in the Dallas public schools
and in our community.

The Summer Law Intern Program matches
Dallas ISD students with law firms and
legal employers.
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Opportunities for Named Endowment Funds
You can also use your gift to establish an
endowment fund to support a new program that
is consistent with the mission of the Foundation.
The Foundation was formed for educational and
charitable purposes. Pursuant to the Foundation’s
organizational documents, the Foundation
sponsors and encourages research, publications,
institutes, and forums for the furtherance of
justice under the law; establishes scholarships
and otherwise promotes the study of law and
the continuing education of lawyers; establishes
and maintains legal aid facilities for the indigent;
and preserves historical structures, displays
historical memorabilia, and conducts historical
observances.

Your gift to the Foundation can be used in any
number of ways to help further our mission for
many years into the future. Gifts could be used for
any of the following purposes:
u	An endowment fund for the historic Belo
Mansion;
u	An annual, permanent lecture series;
u	A new scholarship program for college or law
students interested in legal careers;
u	The Foundation’s efforts to support community
organizations that provide civil legal aid to the
underserved in our community;
u	An Institute on Professionalism that will teach
the importance of ethics, professionalism, and
service in the legal profession; or
u	Programs and initiatives to further our
educational and charitable missions.
These gifts may be named in honor of the donor
or other individuals provided they meet certain
minimum funding levels.

Named Endowment Funds may include support for educational programs,
professional development and preservation of the Belo Mansion.
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Gift Planning Options that Fulfill Your Needs
Contributions to the Foundation may be made in a
number of ways to help you achieve your personal
and philanthropic needs. In connection with any
proposed gift to the Foundation, we strongly advise
you to consult with your professional advisors to
determine a plan most appropriate for your needs.

Trusts
A trust can be established by the donor to provide
income to his or her spouse or family, with trust
assets upon maturity to be distributed to the
Foundation.

Bequests by Will or Revocable Living Trust
Examples of certain types of gifts include:

Beneficiary Designation of Life Insurance
or Retirement Plan

A bequest is a gift by will or living trust. Bequests
can be for a specific amount, for a percentage of
the estate or trust, or for a portion of the residue
of the estate.

Donors may wish to designate the Foundation as a
complete or partial beneficiary of a life insurance
contract or retirement plan account.

Thank you for considering a gift to the Foundation. We welcome
the opportunity to discuss your thoughts and questions regarding
a potential gift. Please contact us though our Executive Director
or the Chair of our Board of Trustees, at 2101 Ross Avenue,
Dallas, TX 75201 214.220.7487
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Dallas Bar Foundation
2101 Ross Avenue
Dallas, TX 75201
214.220.7487
www.dallasbar.org

